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LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE
Safe system and zero road deaths by 

2050

MID-TERM OBJECTIVE
decrease by 50% the number of 

deaths and serious injuries by 2030
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20,017
people died in road traffic 
in the EU in 2024
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110,000
seriously injured in the EU in 
2019 (MAIS 3+)
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ROAD SAFETY PROGRESS 2014-2024
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CH : 34%
EE: 33%

LT: -35%
PL: -35%

PROGRESS 2019-2024
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EU ROAD MORTALITY 2024 AND 2014

RS: 78 
RO: 77

NO: 16
SE: 20
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EU POLICY

• Prepare revision of Vehicle Safety Regulations

• Earmark funds for road safety in the new EU Budget

• An EU agency for road safety

• Periodic Technical Inspections for ALL motorcycles

• Defend EU standards in international trade negotiations…
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NATIONAL POLICY
• Adopt and implement the Safe System approach 

• Increase funds for road safety and enforcement

• Make the choice of measures based on sound evaluation

• Urban safety:

• 30km/h zones

• Reduced motor traffic

• Safe pedestrian crossings

• Separated cycle paths

• Improved enforcement
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Emerging Risk I – Oversized (US) Vehicles
• The size of passenger cars has been increasing

• Loophole allowing import of oversized US vehicles

• Larger, heavier vehicles compared to EU

• Significantly lower safety standards

• Increasing number of annual imports

• Recommendations:

• Close the “individual vehicle approval” loophole swiftly

• No mutual recognition of US vehicle standards
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Emerging Risk II – Assisted Driving
• Vehicles will soon be allowed to initiate complex manoeuvres on their own 

in urban areas, such as change lanes, stop and start from traffic lights and 
pedestrian crossings, navigate roundabouts, etc…

• …all while requiring a driver to supervise these increasingly autonomous 
systems for long periods and intervene instantly when something goes 
wrong, while leaving the driver responsible and liable. 

• ETSC is gravely concerned, as decades of human factors research shows 
how unreliable this model is. 

• Drivers are required to keep their hands on the steering wheel.

• Lack of centralized EU authority that monitors the safety performance



Antonio Avenoso, European Transport Safety Council

Emerging Risk III – Robotaxis and Autonomous Vehicles
• First Robotaxis expected in London, Madrid, Munich and others this year

• Type approval rules, including safety requirements, largely in place

• Lacking a central authority in the EU to monitor the safety performance

• ETSC is calling for a dedicated EU Road Safety Agency

In the context of automated vehicles, core tasks should include:

• Type approval & market surveillance

• Collect and receive data on collisions, incidents and near-misses

• Conduct or oversee investigations into crashes and incidents. 

• Use the learnings to improve the safety of an increasingly automated transport system 
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Thank you!


